
UPPER ELEMENTARY (Grade 3 – Grade 5) 

 English Reading and Writing 

This SAMPLE is a brief overview of K12Guidance “study at home” program offered via mail. 

The weekly lesson includes CONCEPT sheets (to learn) and six TASK sheets (to practice) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CONCEPT SHEET 

Figure of speech - SIMILES 

Why do we use similes? 

Like describing words, similes add color and details to the writing. 

 The similes enable the reader to imagine in his or her mind what the writer is saying. This is why a writer 

compares one thing to another with which the reader is familiar. 

EX: He is as tall as a giraffe. 

Similes are a way to compare two things using “like” or “as”. 

 

For example  

He eats like a pig.  (verb + like + noun) 

He is as fat as an elephant. (as + adjective + as + noun) 

 

Always remember to compare with a noun that has that feature like He is eating  a lot and pig also keeps 

eating. So we compared his eating to pig’s eating 

You can’t compare – He eats like a cat. (His eating and cat’s eating is not comparable) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SINGULAR and PLURAL Nouns 

Rule 1 -Most nouns form the plural form by simply adding the letter s to the singular form of 
the word. 

 Example – Lamp – lamps, dog- dogs 

Rule 2- Nouns that end in ch, sh, s, ss, x, z, zz form the plural form  

by adding es 

Church – churches, class – classes 

Rule #3 
Nouns ending in - y preceded by a consonant is formed into a plural by changing - y to - ies.   
Examples:  lady, ladies; city, cities; army, armies 

Rule #4 
Nouns ending in y preceded by a vowel form their plurals by adding - s.   
Example:  boy, boys; day, days 

 

 

Using COLONS (:) 

 Use a colon in time expressions. 

Example: 10:45 

 Use colons at the beginning of a list or title: 

Example: There are seven colors in the rainbow: yellow, green, blue, red, orange, 

indigo, violet 

 

 



Vocabulary: word usage 

TASK: Replace the underlined synonym with the correct vocabulary word. 

 Write the word on the top of the synonym. 

feeble             gracious              sturdy                rude  
           rigid            furious              mammoth              sloppy 

 

1.  In our town, during summer, families put on massive garage sales. 

2. Rose’s parents bought her bedroom furniture from the garage sale. Most of 

the items were shaky, thus broke in few months. 

3. Jonathan sleeps late every night, therefore gets us late and hardly has time 

to dress up nicely for school. He always looks untidy and lethargic. 

4. Lenny, Rose and Stephany wanted to go see a concert. But their fourth 

friend, Kate was fixed to go and watch movie. 

5. Kate sounded bit impolite in forcing everyone to come and watch movie, yet 

all finally agreed. 

6. John and Jeff got into an argument; however, Kevin mediated and ended 

the spat amiably. 

7. John has temper issues, thus gets violent even on insignificant matters. 



Spelling – strengthening spellings 

TASK: Add vowel to complete each word. Clue is given in parenthesis  to help you form a correct 

vocabulary word. 

1.       f  ____ ____ b l ____  (weak) 

2.       g r ____ c ____ ____ ____ s (cordial) 

3.       s t  ____ r d y (tough) 

4.       r ____ d ____  (impolite) 

5.      s l ____  p p y (messy) 

6.       m ____ m m  ____ t h (huge) 

7.     f  ____ r ____ ____ ____ s (violent) 

8.       r ____ g ____ d    (unbending) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grammar: Singular Plural Nouns 

TASK: Write the Plural Nouns 

SINGULAR PLURAL 

fly  

baby  

injury  

cherry  

lady  

beauty  

story  

city  

chimney  

duty  

turkey  

essay  

play  

day  

toy  

 



Language mechanics: colons 

TASK: Rewrite each sentence placing the colons at the right place. 

1. I go to work at 11 40am. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. You need the following stationery items pencils, notebooks, erasers, sharpeners. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. The school starts at 7 30am. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. My home has many antique items piano, dresser, recliner, pasta machine. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

5. The countries I like to visit the following countries Denmark, France, Italy, Germany. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

6. I went shopping at 11 15am to buy groceries. I bought plenty of items cookies,  

pasta, bread, ice-cream and juice. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Writing Technique: similes 

TASK: Complete each sentence using the simile from the box 

As thin as a rake As cool as a 
cucumber 

 bright like the moon 

As crooked as a 
witch hat 

stubborn like a mule As soft as silk 

 

1. Sara is tall and plays tennis for hours every day. But she is a poor eater,  

thus looks _______________________________.  

2. My mom is an amazing person. She is always extremely calm and patient. 

Last week when we had a car crash, she stood there ___________________ 

________________  waiting for the cops to come and help in the situation. 

3.  Jeff bullies children in the school bus. When the students complained, he was expelled 

from school. But the punishment did not change his behavior. He is 

______________________________________________.  

4. Jena’s parents bought a new study table for her room. When Jena touched the top surface 

of the table she commented , “Wow, it is __________________ 

____________________________________.  

5.  Reva has beautiful, big eyes. They are always and are ____________________ 

_______________________________________. 



CONCEPT SHEET 

Combining Simple Sentences 

 A simple sentence contains one subject and one predicate. 

It contains one complete thought. 

EXAMPLE: Jeff go for Karate class every day. He goes for singing class once a week. 

These are two SIMPLE sentences. 

Use COORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS to combine two simple sentences 

COORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS are – for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so 

EXAMPLE: Jeff goes for Karate class every day, and his sister goes for singing class every 

day. 

REMEMBER : Two simple sentences joined together form compound sentence containing two 

subjects and two predicates. It contains two complete ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

Language Mechanics - COMMA usage in Compound Sentences 

RULE 7: Always use comma before the coordinating conjunction (F.A.N.B.O.Y.S) for, and, not, 

but, or, yet, so in every compound sentence. 

Sometimes missing a comma before and or but is not considered an error. But you cannot 

miss a comma before other conjunctions 

EXAMPLE: 

Jake was working on his social studies project, and he finished the entire task in three hours. 

Jake wanted to play but he was sick, so he could not go outside to play with his friends. (No 

comma before but is ok. Do not miss comma before so. 

Too many commas in a sentence will make it look boring, thus skipping coma before but is ok.) 

 



CONCEPT SHEET 

 

DESCRIPTIVE WRITING 

 

Descriptive writing is to draw a picture in the reader’s mind of a person, place or thing 

using plenty of describing words, sensory words, and figurative expressions. In descriptive 

writing, the writer SHOWS not just keep TELLING. 

Example. 

The backyard is beautiful. (TELLING) 

The backyard has a bed of red, yellow roses, tall, thick oak trees, and a natural fence of 

green, tiny bushes. In the middle is the red stone patio with nice, brown metallic backyard 

furniture. (SHOWING)    

This description of the backyard makes a reader feel like he/she is a part of the writer's 

experience of the subject (backyard). 

The description has plenty of describing words and sensory words to SHOW (underlined 

words). 

 

Descriptive writing is used in all types of writing - Expository, Narrative,  

and Persuasive - to produce a bright and lasting impression of the person,  

place or thing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vocabulary – word usage 

TASK: Use the following words to complete each sentence 

cheerful  delicious  exciting  sluggish 

gloomy  amusing  stroll  numerous 

 

1. Jake is passing through plenty of hardships, yet he always looks ____________ and 

relaxed. 

 

2. I like going on ____________ adventures like hiking through the woods, bungee jumping or 

climbing mountains. 

 

3 . Whenever I am bored, I read ____________ stories or watch funny TV shows. 

 

4. Sky covered with dark clouds gives me a ____________ feeling. I like the bright, sunny 

clear blue sky. 

 

5. On a rainy day, I feel ____________ and take hours in finishing any task. 

 

6. Sometimes my mom bakes us ____________ chocolate chip cookies; then for me no lunch 

no dinner, just cookies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling: word search 

TASK: Spell each word loud to do the word search. 

amuse               cheerful          delicious             excite 

                gloomy        numerous           sluggish           stroll          

 

 

A V E N T W S E V Y X G O Y G   

F D A E D R K C X E X C I T E   

S Q D S E G K M H Z U R A E C   

L C F L R F M S Z O R L M S N   

P Z W U J A C O N Y J V U D U   

T X F G V P K L Q W B U S U M   

R E O G F A V K M X Q R E D E   

D E L I C I O U S H Y W N T R   

H B E S H G L O O M Y J X Q O   

U D N H E U Z S T R O L L L U   

M E P Q E J X I N B D Y M D S   

Y Y I L R V D Q F S Q X X T G   

X H L G F R S U C M V N X F L   

R Z X V U X B W V W X H J A S   

Z T Y L L M O B T O R L C B F   

 



Grammar: compound sentences 

TASK: Combine the following sentences to make a compound sentence 

1. Jake was sleepy. He went to bed early. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Glen read two books last month. He read two non-fiction books this month 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. I like playing outside every evening. I don’t like playing indoors. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Non-fiction is informative. Fiction is interesting. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

5. The 4th grade went to art center. They went to science museum too. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Life in big cities is extremely noisy. In small cities it is always calm. 

 

          _______________________________________________________________________ 

7.  You can do swimming on a sunny day. You can play outside with friends on a  

sunny day. 

          _______________________________________________________________________ 

8.  No one talks to Jellen. She is always rude to everyone. 

         

_______________________________________________________________________ 



Language Mechanics: comma usage 

TASK: Check the comma usage in the following sentences. If comma is placed  

correct, then write CORRECT, else rewrite the sentence with correct comma usage. 

1. Jeff ,and Jill went shopping and they both went for lunch. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

2. Sam scored 100% in science test but he scored 68% in the math test. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

3. My home is close to my school yet I get late every day. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

4.  I eat fresh cut fruits or I drink fresh fruit juice. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

5. My brother got sick so, we postponed our trip to Europe. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

6. Jeff ,and Jill went shopping and they both went for lunch. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

7. Tia and Quin study together and they both play together every day.  

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Lenny was sad for he lost his favorite pencil in the school. 

_________________________________________________________________ 



Writing Technique – adding sensory words of TASTE and SMELL 

TASK: Match each sensory word of TASTE and SMELL to its definition. Use your  

prior knowledge to do this Task. 

 moldy        aromatic            musty            bland 

rotten             waft             tangy                 raw 

 

1. ____________________          rare, fresh, uncooked 

2. ____________________    stale, dingy, crumbling, fusty 

3. ____________________   tasteless, plain, flavorless 

4. ____________________   perfumed, fragrant, scented,  

5.  ____________________    spicy, pungent, strong, flavorful 

6.  ____________________       awful, terrible, nasty, unpleasant 

7.   ____________________            fusty, rank, stale, moldy 

8.  ____________________ puff, gust, breeze 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing: descriptive writing 

TASK: Describe the following topics. Use at least four describing words and  

four sensory words in each description. Don’t forget to underline the words. 

1.  You went to your friend’s birthday party. As you entered the party hall, the  

various aromas filled your nostrils. Describe the different foods served at the party. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.     During festival time, moms or grandmas cook and bake lot of family’s favorite  

dishes. Describe few special dishes that your mom or grandma cooks or bakes.  

 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 


